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The Carolina Forever Planned Giving Society
Creating a Carolina Forever planned gift provides an opportunity for donors to leave a lasting legacy and ensure the 
future of Carolina Athletics. Such a gift may allow the donor substantial tax benefits while also providing generous 
support to Carolina’s athletic programs. Any donor who makes a deferred gift to The Educational Foundation, 
irrevocable or revocable, and who submits proper documentation of his/her gift, will become a member of The 
Carolina Forever Planned Giving Society. Society membership is not dependent upon the size or type of gift.  

Each member of Carolina Forever will receive a lapel pin or charm for recognition at functions. The members’ names 
will be engraved on a donor wall on permanent display in the Ernie Williamson Athletics Center. Carolina Forever 
donors also receive invitations to biennial planned giving receptions.

Most Carolina Forever Society members specify their gifts for athletic scholarships, and those gifts will be placed 
in The Educational Foundation Scholarship Endowment Trust. Only the interest earned from the Trust is used for 
scholarships, making a donor’s gift one that will give in perpetuity. Gifts made for other purposes such as sport 
operating endowments will be placed in the respective fund. Operating endowment fund gifts can be designated by 
sport.

While outright gifts provide vital resources for Carolina Athletics today, deferred gifts help shape Tar Heel 
student-athletes’ futures. A deferred gift to The Educational Foundation can be a useful financial planning tool and 
may help you:

 • realize immediate tax savings

 • generate a life income for you and/or your loved ones

 • transfer assets to loved ones with a reduced tax liability

 • reduce or eliminate income, capital gains, or estate taxes

 • make a more significant gift than you imagined possible

 • qualify for priority points

Using a Deferred Gift to Enhance Your Heirs’ Educational Foundation Priority
Priority Points do not generally pass from one generation to the next, thus donors interested in enhancing their 
heirs’ priority in The Educational Foundation may want to consider a deferred gift. In many cases, donors who make 
an irrevocable planned gift naming The Educational Foundation as a beneficiary qualify to receive priority points. 
Alternatively, donors may be able to designate an heir as the recipient of any points associated with the gift at the 
time it is realized.  For more information, contact Sue Walsh, Associate Executive Director – Scholarship & Legacy 
Gifts, at The Educational Foundation Office at 919-843-6413 or sue@ramsclub.com.
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Frank Comfort looked 
out at 20 inches of mid-
March snow around 
his Pennsylvania home 
and reminisced about 
the glory of spring in 
Chapel Hill. 

Comfort created lots of 
glory over the course 
of 30 springs in Chapel 
Hill .  As Carolina’s 
swimming and diving 

coach, he was one of the world’s most respected college 
swimming coaches. He was the winningest dual-meet coach 
in the history of collegiate swimming when he retired, and 
his swimmers won 26 ACC championships, the most by a 
single coach at the time.

Comfort’s women’s teams won more than 83 percent of 
their dual meets and his men’s teams won more than 71 
percent. He coached Olympians, All-Americas, NCAA, AIAW 
and U.S. Swimming champions, including The Rams Club’s 
own Sue Walsh. His Tar Heel swimmers were regulars on 
the UNC Dean’s list, the ACC Academic Honor Roll and the 
Academic All-America roster. Three won the Patterson 
Medal, recognizing UNC’s top senior student-athlete.

At Comfort’s retirement in 2007, Rep. David Price delivered 
a tribute on the floor of the U.S. House, saying “Frank 
Comfort is a living testament to the positive role that 
collegiate athletics plays in our national experience … His 
career has been defined not only by athletic achievement, 
but by a dedication to the development of young men and 
women who are student-athletes in the finest sense: those 
who successfully combine athletic prowess with academic 
achievement.”

Today Comfort lives outside of the limelight, in a county 
of 6,500 people and one stoplight. He spends winters in 
the resort community of Eagles Mere, atop the Endless 
Mountain chain of Northeastern Pennsylvania, where 
the local population soars from 120 in winter to 2,000 in 
summer. It’s a solid eight-hour drive to Koury Natatorium, 
but Comfort remains close to the program and is as dedicated 
as ever to the success of Tar Heel swimmers and divers. He 
continues to have an impact because he makes annual gifts 
to the swimming and diving operating endowment. His gifts 
help provide the current swimming coach Rich DeSelm with 
annual funding – over and above funds budgeted by the 
athletic department – to cover recruiting, team travel and 
other necessary operating expenses.

Each sport operating endowment is built by alumni and 
friends who care about the student-athletes who represent 
Carolina on the playing fields, on the courts, in the pool and 
in the classroom. Donors’ gifts are invested for long-term 
growth, and each head coach receives an annual payout of 5 
percent to supplement his or her operating budget.   

The sport endowments date to the early 2000s, when then-
AD Dick Baddour charged UNC’s head coaches to raise $1 
million each for endowed operating support dedicated to 
their sports.  Comfort worked tirelessly to launch and build 
the swimming and diving endowment. “I went after that 
full throttle,” he said, “and it was $1.3 million when I left 
10 years ago.” These operating funds, along with endowed 
scholarships given by Rams Club members, help make the 
difference between good and outstanding programs.

Comfort enjoys contributing to the swimming and diving 
endowment because he understands the importance of 
additional funding. He also realizes that his greatest impact 
on the program is ahead. Comfort included a significant gift 
for the swimming and diving operating endowment in his 

will, to be paid by his estate after his death.  He is one of a 
very few coaches who have done so.

Comfort said a friend and fellow Rams Club member 
inspired him to make annual and estate gifts for swimming. 
“Tom Kean, a loyal donor to swimming and diving, has 
given a number of very significant gifts to the operating 
endowment in addition to scholarships. He got so much 
pleasure from that.  It gave me tremendous pleasure to do 
the same.”

“Not only was UNC 30 years of my life, but both my son 
Steven ’89 and daughter Susan ’93 graduated from our great 
University,” Comfort said. “You always want to help if you’re 
fortunate enough to do so. It’s incredibly rewarding because 
you know a gift to the endowment will impact the program 
in perpetuity. It will continue to do so much for so many 
people as time goes on.  Endowments are ‘for good’, forever.”

Comfort traces his philanthropic instinct to his parents. 
Both were college teachers and both supported their alma 
maters. He endowed a scholarship in honor of his mother 
at her alma mater, Syracuse. “I was just raised with the idea 
that you give back,” he said. “You can’t give everywhere, 
but you give to the organizations you value the most. And 
education is critical.” 

Comfort said “forward thinking vision” to provide 
scholarships for student-athletes sparked The Rams Club’s 
creation in the 1930s, and today its members support every 
aspect of UNC. “I’ve always been proud that Rams Club 
members are among the leading donors to the university 
in other academic areas,” he said. “They give in many 
directions.”

His own giving proves the point. Years ago, Comfort struck 
up a conversation with his waitress at Pepper’s Pizza 
and learned that she was on the track team, majoring in 
education, doing her student teaching and working two 
jobs to support herself. “We got to talking, and I could 
tell she was a first-generation college student. By today’s 
standards, she would be a Carolina Covenant student,” he 
said. Comfort contacted the School of Education and started 
the Frank R. Comfort Scholarship Fund, which provides full 
in-state tuition for an undergraduate education major. The 
award has been given annually since 2000 to a student who 
exhibits distinguished academic achievement. The Pepper’s 
waitress was the first to benefit.  Comfort, who earned a 
master’s in education from UNC, makes annual expendable 

gifts to cover the scholarship, and his bequest will endow 
the scholarship after his death. “Endowments are forever, 
and I just love doing that,” he said.

There’s also a swimming and diving scholarship named 
for him. “When I retired, alumni and friends established an 
endowed scholarship in my name, which was a staggering 
honor,” he said. “Sue (Walsh) knew that I didn’t want a 
gold watch, and I’ve had a delightful relationship with the 
athletes who have received that scholarship and I look 
forward to continuing that.”

Comfort is now coaching a sport he never played – basketball 
– for an age group he never coached – high school students. 
He spends his winters on the hardwood as an assistant coach 
for the Sullivan County High School Griffins. The school is 
small, graduating about 50 students a year, but basketball 
is strong and the Griffins played in the state championships 
five of the last seven years. “It keeps me very busy and the 
winters pass quickly,” he said. “It’s great fun.”

While Comfort doesn’t have a background in basketball, he 
has friends who provide an assist. “Learning a sport you 
never played is a challenge,” he said, “but Roy Williams 
and his basketball staff have been so helpful to me over the 
years.” He attends Carolina basketball practices when he’s 
in town and the coaches chat with him about what they’re 
doing in practice, player conditioning and other coaching 
matters. “I realize I’m sometimes getting a private clinic 
when I’m there,” he said. 

Comfort said he always felt close to the men’s basketball 
program and that Coach Dean Smith was an inspiration 
throughout his coaching career. He noted that the pool and 
the basketball court were always “neighbors” at UNC during 
his tenure. The programs shared trainers and training 
facilities, and basketball players and swimmers knew one 
another. 

In addition to being an inspiration, perhaps Comfort 
learned the concept of “team first” from Dean Smith.  He has 
certainly lived that philosophy through his outright gifts to 
the swimming and diving operating endowment and his 
thoughtful planning of a deferred gift.  He built a legacy as a 
coach at UNC and is building a similar legacy as a donor that 
will benefit Carolina Athletics in perpetuity.  

Donor Spotlight:

FRANK COMFORT
Dedicated to UNC Swimming and Diving

By: Speed Hallman
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The two scholarship dinners hosted annually by The Educational Foundation 
are often the highlights of the year for donors and student-athletes alike. The 
winter dinner, held at the Carolina Club in January, was no exception. The 
dinner brought together more than 400 scholarship donors and student-
athletes to enjoy an evening of Carolina camaraderie. 

The program offered many highlights. Jason Brown, a former UNC and NFL 
offensive lineman, reflected on his days as a Carolina student-athlete. He 
noted that donors like those present had provided him with opportunities 
for lifelong lessons. His comments about the humility his brother taught him 
(his brother was killed in action in Afghanistan) stirred emotions for many in 
the room.

Four student-athletes shared their experiences as Tar Heel student-athletes: 
Alex Comsia (men’s soccer), Annie Kingman (women’s soccer), Taylor Leath 
(volleyball) and Andre Smith (football), with Senior Associate Athletic Director 
Rick Steinbacher serving as moderator for the panel. All donors can be proud 
of the thoughtful, well-spoken student-athletes who represent our university, 
as well as their senses of humor!

Katie McKay was the recipient of the Wells Fargo Post Graduate Scholarship 
for her accomplishments not only in the pool, but also in the classroom and in 
the community. Wells Fargo Senior Vice President Sam Sugg presented Katie 
with the award – presented annually to an outstanding UNC senior student-
athlete who plans to pursue an advanced degree after graduation. Katie is 
working toward a double major in biology and psychology with a minor 
in neuroscience, and will be applying to medical school. In addition to her 
academic work, Katie has been involved in community outreach, working 
with teammate Abby Fisher to create a Carolina Athletics team in UNC’s Relay 
for Life event to raise funds for the fight against cancer. The team has raised 
more than $12,000 over the past two years.

Student-athletes like Jason, Alex, Annie, Taylor, Andre and Katie give us great 
reason to proudly call ourselves Tar Heels. You make their opportunities 
possible with your gifts to the Educational Foundation. Thank you for your 
commitment to providing educational and athletic opportunities for Carolina 
student-athletes!

“It’s an extremely special evening 
for our family. Every year, we meet 
exceptionally talented Tar Heels 
who share heartwarming stories 
about their Carolina experiences. 
Having watched these dedicat-
ed student-athletes excel at their 
sports, it is such an honor hearing 
them describe the pride they feel 
wearing a Tar Heel uniform. We 
know that our gift to Carolina has 
helped a student-athlete’s dream 
become reality. GO HEELS!”
                
            – Ronald and Ann Wooten

“One of the greatest honors I have received was 
earning my scholarship last year. You have been so 
gracious to donate so that I can continue to pursue 
my dreams at this prestigous University for free, both 
in the classroom and on the field. I promise I will 
make the most of this opportunity each day that I am 
blessed to be on this campus. Thank you!”

 

“I could search forever for words to express my 
gratitude for your donations and I would never find 
any sufficient enough to do it justice. Your donations 
have not only given me - and my family - great financial 
relief, but an unparalleled college experience as well. 
I know that Carolina is where I was meant to be and 
you have given me the opportunity to experience the 
magic of this beautiful place and to have some of the 
most memorable moments of my life.”

“Thanks to the generous gifts from Rams Club 
donors, I was given the opportunity to pursue my 
dreams academically and athletically. Without my 
scholarship, I would not have grown into the person 
I am or had the confidence to pursue excellence in all 
aspects of my life.”

 

“I am incredibly thankful for the generous donations 
of the donors that allow me to attend the University 
of North Carolina. Those donations allow me and 
other student athletes to continue striving to be great 
in the classroom and on the field.”

 

T H O M A S  J AC K S O N

f o o t b a l l

A B I G A I L  C U R RY

v o l l e y b a l l

K E N D R A  LY N C H

s o f t b a l l

J B  B U K AU S K A S

b a s e b a l l

 2 0 1 7

Winter 
Scholarship 

Dinner
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Twelve years ago, John 
Davis was asked to 
speak at the Eagle Scout 
Ceremony for one of 
the young men that he 
had mentored. He had 
helped this young man 
overcome alcohol and 
drug addictions and a 
lifestyle that clashed 
with his spiritual 
upbringing. It took six 

months for Davis to get him to sobriety, and within a year 
the young man was named captain of his wrestling team 
and had attained the rank of Eagle Scout. And so Davis 
was to speak. But to his frustration, the young man’s father 
would not give him a topic.

Davis saw the ceremony’s other speakers with pages of 
notes, but he himself was at a loss. He’d been instructed 
not to mention the addictions or the reckless behavior. “I’ll 
let you know what to say right before you get up and talk,” 
the father said. As he walked to the podium, the man said, 
“John Davis, how can you measure the impact of one man on 
another man’s son?”

John Davis has been impacting young men’s lives for two 
decades. He has overcome much in his own life: a childhood 
fear of water gave way to his becoming an 11-time ACC 
champion, school record holder and two-time ACC Swimmer 
of the Year. After major spinal surgery, Davis now competes 
in XTERRA triathlons. He has used that spirit of overcoming 
and applied it to his work as a counselor and addiction 
specialist as founder of the 2xtreme Foundation, committed 
to providing services to adolescent males struggling with 
addiction and behavioral issues.

“Everybody loves a great redemption story,” Davis said. “It 
doesn’t matter where you start, it matters where you finish, 
and you’ve got to overcome some things to get to that place 
where you can succeed, and be the best version of you that 
you can be.”

Tar Heel swimming and diving coach Rich DeSelm helped 
Davis find his path. In his sophomore season, Davis stayed 
in Chapel Hill to train over Thanksgiving. After dinner one 
night, DeSelm had a heart-to-heart with Davis. “He just said, 
‘It’s great that you’re a great athlete and that you’re smart, 
and that you’re going to go places with your life, but at the end 
of the day, who do you want to impact?’” Davis remembered. 
“I’d never heard that before. I was taught to swim fast, to 
be a champion, and to appreciate my teammates, but I was 
never challenged in that way.”

Davis decided that he needed to find something about 
which he would be passionate for life after swimming. He 
didn’t have to wait long. After his Carolina career, he moved 
to Sarasota, Florida, to train for the Olympic trials with his 
high school coach, Chuck Warner. Following a frustrating 
end to his senior collegiate season, he was given a wake-up 
call. Warner had him swim with and mentor young children. 
“He said, ‘You’re living like a train wreck, and you have an 
opportunity and obligation to swim with these kids. They’ve 
never swum with somebody of your caliber, and so you are 
going to connect with these kids.’”

And so the 23 year-old Davis began swimming with high 
school kids. He taught strokes to four-year-olds and flip turns 
to six-year-olds. It was not what he had signed up for, but 
within a few months, Davis knew the names and birthdays 
of all 45 children. He put together a scavenger hunt. In the 
pool, he found both himself and a sense of community. “I 
found a different meaning and a different purpose,” he said.

For Davis, swimming in college and prep school had become 
very business-like, with class schedules, practices and meets 
almost like a full-time job. But the experience in Sarasota 
helped him find the proper lane. “Walking into practice, 
with all these kids around me yelling, ‘Coach John! Coach 
John!’, it was a feeling that I had not experienced,” he said. “It 
was not about winning a gold medal. It became about who 
can I really connect with the best?’

Davis would go on to earn a clinical master’s degree in 
counseling psychology and become a certified addictions 
counselor. But early in his career, he found himself frustrated 
by some of the traditional, hands-off methods of therapy. 
“When you go to grad school, they basically tell you that 
you’re the therapist and here’s the patient, and there’s no 
way to really bridge that gap,” he said. “But if I don’t find 
a way to bridge that gap with these kids, then they’re not 
going to work hard for me. They’re not going to share their 
hearts with me.”

One of his first patients overdosed early in their work 
together. Davis prepared to go down to the hospital, but his 
boss told him he couldn’t. “Therapists don’t go to hospitals 
for visits,” she said. “We wait until they tell us what they 
need.”

“Not me,” Davis replied. “This kid is in my group. This kid 
needs me to show up for him. I show up for them in ways 
that my coaches showed up for me.”

And so began the non-traditional approach that Davis’ 
2xtreme Foundation embodies. Lots of therapy involves 
staring up at a metaphorical mountain and beginning to 
climb in overcoming depression, anxiety, addiction or 
mental health issues, or simply getting started on a project. 
For Davis, the metaphor becomes real. Davis takes his clients 
on experiences like rock climbing and hiking. They work to 
be chosen for the 2xtreme Dream Team, the group that will 
work for nine months to go and climb an actual mountain. In 
the past, they’ve been to Bolivia and Russia. In June of 2018, 
Davis’ team will travel to the Himalayas or South America. 
“People will not metaphorically climb a mountain, because 
they don’t know what to do,” Davis said. “They don’t know 
where to start, and they don’t have an appropriate team of 
people around them to turn to or to walk with. That’s the 
premise of 2xtreme.”

With the foundational pillars of humility, service and 

gratitude, the young men learn to trust one another, to trust 
themselves and to believe that they can climb mountains, 
both metaphorical and real.

Even before they ascend, the young men are changed. Davis 
is helping a young man get sober and re-commit to school. 
After two years with 2xtreme, his grade point average 
climbed from a 0.8 in one semester to a 3.7 last fall. He’s 
trying to make the next 2xtreme Dream trip and plans on 
competing with Davis in an XTERRA triathlon this summer. 
“We haven’t even started the real climb,” Davis said, “but 
he’s doing the climb of life.”

So too is Davis. A young man from Connecticut who came 
to Carolina and broke records in the pool thanks to a Rams 
Club scholarship endowment, Davis makes a tremendous 
impact on the lives of young men. He’s taking lessons he 
learned in Chapel Hill and beyond and climbing, and moving, 
mountains.

“Rams Club donors need to know that they have impacted 
me in a way such that they are impacting a lot more than 
what they might have thought,” he said.  “It’s not just an 
education from Carolina. This is more than that.”

Davis’ coaches influenced him to influence others, and that 
impact resonates in the lives of tens of thousands. “I’ve 
worked with over 11,000 young men,” he said. “Double 
that with 11,000 moms, 11,000 dads, and others, including 
probation officers, doctors, lawyers, judges . . . the list goes 
on.

“I had a coach who challenged me to think about what 
type of impact I want to have, or, as a Tar Heel, what type 
of footprint do you want to leave behind? I want to impact 
people. At this point, my nationwide impact is between 
50,000 and 100,000 people, and my message is telling them 
that you can be the best version of you, and it comes from 
one person asking for help.”

Clearly, Rams Club donors’ contributions are more than 
a four-year investment in the lives of Carolina’s student-
athletes.  They last a lifetime…and beyond.

To learn more about the 
2xtreme Foundation,  please visit:

WWW.2XTREME.INFO

Former Student-Athlete Spotlight:

2XTREME
John Davis embodies a spirit of overcoming

By: Turner Walston
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It’s always a great day to be a Tar Heel!  
The formal University Campaign announcement is right around the corner and we would like to once again 
mention that contributions to The Educational Foundation will be recognized as part of the campaign!

The Educational Foundation’s mission is to provide educational and athletic opportunities for the champions 
of today and tomorrow.  Based on current projections,  the Scholarship Endowment Trust will provide a 
distribution that will only cover approximately 60% of the total scholarship budget.  Contributions to the 
Annual Fund will be required to bridge the gap.  Because of the growing cost of funding our student-athletes’ 
education here at Carolina, scholarships will be our top priority during the campaign.   

I would like to personally ask that every endowed scholarship donor consider increasing their endowment 
to the current funding level, or simply make an additional contribution toward their scholarship.  All donors 
can ensure that Carolina continues to positively impact the lives of  Tar Heel student-athletes by making a 
contribution to the Scholarship Trust in ANY amount. As mentioned in previous issues of the Carolina 
Cornerstone, ALL contributions to the Scholarship Trust will be rewarded with a 40% point bonus.

The cost of a full four-year scholarship when I was a swimmer here at UNC was approximately $20,000 for an 
out-of-state student like me.  Today, it costs more than $50,000 to educate one out-of-state student-athlete 
for just one year!  The rate at which scholarship costs are increasing is unsustainable. In order to ensure that 
we can continue to educate 500 student-athletes each year and support the broad-based program 
of which we are all proud, we are counting on you. The life-changing experiences that a Carolina education 
provides will not happen without your continued support.  We hope you will do all you can so that we can bring 
national team championship #43 and many more to UNC in the coming years.

For further information on the scholarship initiative, please contact me.  I look forward to speaking with you 
further about the transformational impact your support can have.  

Go Heels!

Sue Walsh
Associate Executive Director – Scholarship & Legacy Gifts

Why We are Proud to be Tar Heels!

During the 2016 fall semester, 16 Carolina student-athletes 

had a perfect 4.0 GPA, while 404 had a 3.0 or higher.

17 squads earned team GPAs above 3.0.

The GPA for ALL of our student-athletes combined was 2.99.

The following student-athletes were inducted into Phi Beta Kappa, 

the nation’s oldest liberal arts and sciences honorary society: 

Ezra Baeli-Wang (Men’s Fencing)

Hayley Carter (Women’s Tennis) 

Katie McKay (Women’s Swimming)

Sam Night (Field Hockey) 

Lucas Popp (Men’s Swimming)

178 student-athletes made the Dean’s List during the 2016 fall semester. 
(Students must have a 3.5 GPA or higher with at least 12 credits of graded coursework.)

Elite 90 Award Recipients:
(Highest GPA of a student-athlete participating at the Final Four for their sport) 

Alex Comsia (Men’s Soccer)

Frances Reuland (Women’s Soccer)

This past fall, UNC student-athletes dedicated 

more than 1,500 hours to community service.
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2017 DATES TO REMEMBER
April 15 Point Cut Off for Season Football Tickets (1)

September 2 Football Season Kicks-Off vs. California

September 8 Fall Endowed Scholarship Donor Dinner (2)

September 15 Point Cut Off for Season Basketball Tickets (3)

(1) For those donors ordering additional tickets or ordering for the first time

(2) Donors whose endowed scholarships are recognized in the following sports will receive an invitation to attend this event: 
 men’s and women’s basketball, men’s and women’s cross country, men’s and women’s fencing, men’s and women’s golf, gymnastics, 
 men’s and women’s lacrosse, men’s and women’s swimming & diving, women’s tennis, men’s and women’s track & field, wrestling.

(3) For those donors ordering endowment seats


